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AMSA’s National Shed Awards give the Men’s Shed community an opportunity to recognise the outstanding work of Men’s Sheds around Australia. The National Shed Awards are proudly supported by Fair Dinkim Builds. 
Award winners will be announced alongside the recipient of the Ted Donnelly Lifetime Contribution Award at the National Men’s Shed Gathering Shedder’s Dinner. All sheds nominated will qualify for a 10% discount on the cost of the National Men’s Shed Gathering registration. 
In 2026, the nominations for the Awards fall into four categories:
· The Bright Spark Award – a unique or unusual approach to a problem or project
· The Green Shed Award – a project or activity that puts the environment or recycling at its heart
· Healthy Shed, Healthy Blokes Award - promoting men’s mental and physical health and wellbeing
· Community Impact Award – a Shed doing great things for their community
NOMINATIONS
Conditions of nomination
· See the Nomination Form for category information and criteria 
· Nominated Men’s Sheds must be a member of AMSA 
· Sheds may apply across multiple categories (in the same nomination form)
· Activities must have been undertaken in the previous 2 years (since the last Awards)
· Award recipients cannot nominate for the awarded project again in the awards
KEY DATES
Nominations open: Tuesday 7 October 2025
Nominations close: Thursday 18 December 2025
Award presentation: Thursday 26 March 2026 (11th AMSA National Men’s Shed Gathering, Shedder’s Dinner)
The winning shed in each category will be refunded the full value of one delegate registration and dinner ticket.  
QUESTIONS
Contact amsa@mensshed.net or 1300 550 009 for any questions.
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National Shed Awards Nomination Form
How to nominate
Please submit completed nomination form/s and photos to:
	amsa@mensshed.net 
Subject: National Shed Awards
	Australian Men’s Shed Association
re. 2026 National Shed Awards
PO Box 793 
The Junction NSW 2291 


SHED DETAILS
	Nominated Men’s Shed
	



	Nominated Men’s Shed Address
	





	Position of nominating person 
Committee or other?
	




	Contact number of nominating person 
For further information (if required)
	





	Will you or others from the nominated Men’s Shed be attending the 11th AMSA National Men’s Shed Gathering in March 2026?
	
     Yes      /     No     /   Not sure

	Tell us a bit about the nominated Men’s Shed.

	













The Bright Spark Award 
Innovation – A unique or unusual approach to a problem or project.
The Bright Spark Award will recognise and celebrate inventive approaches to solving problems or projects and/or unique Shed initiatives and projects.
This category covers a vast range of activities, including:
· Unique or unusual Shed activities or programs
· Creative fundraising activities
· Unique or unusual Shed upgrades or improvements to suit specific needs 
In 2024, the Jurien Bay Community Men’s Shed was awarded the Innovation Award for their Rest in Reef project, creating an enduring memorial that also supports the marine environment. 

	Judging criteria:
The activity or project was undertaken in the previous two years. 
1. Original Thinking – Was the idea new, unique, or a fresh twist on an old approach?
2. Problem-Solving – Did it tackle a tricky challenge in a smart or unexpected way?
3. Practical Use – Can the idea be used in everyday shed or community life?
4. Transferability – Could other sheds adapt or learn from this innovation?
Please describe how the nominated Shed meets the above criteria. 
Please feel free to include testimonials, photos, videos and/or media to support your nomination.

	
















The Green Shed Award 
Sustainability – A project or activity that puts the environment or recycling at its heart
The Green Shed Award will recognise and celebrate environmentally friendly, eco conscious or recycling programs, projects and/or initiatives. 
This category covers a vast range of activities, including:
· Recycling parts from used air conditioning units
· Upcycling projects
· Utilising space at the Shed for a community garden
· Running an environmentally friendly activity or program 
In 2024 the Wagga Wagga Men’s Shed (NSW) received the Sustainability Award for their shed model of sustainability and community service, through a combination of recycling, repurposing, fundraising, and compassion, including their ongoing garage sale model. 


	Judging criteria:
The activity or project was undertaken in the previous two years. 
1. Environmental Benefit OR Recycling & Reuse – What positive difference did it make for the environment? And/or did the project save materials from going to waste?
2. Creativity – Was there a clever or unusual approach to repurposing resources?
3. Community Value – Did the project provide something useful or inspiring for others?
4. Transferability – Could other sheds adapt or replicate these projects?
Please describe how the nominated Shed meets the above criteria. 
Please feel free to include testimonials, photos, videos and/or media to support your nomination.

	
















Healthy Shed, Healthy Blokes Award
Men’s Health - Promoting men’s physical and mental health and wellbeing.
The Health Shed, Healthy Blokes Award will recognise and celebrate Sheds’ efforts in promoting men’s physical and/or mental health in the Shed and community. 
This category includes any activity promoting men’s health and wellbeing within the Shed and into the community. 
In 2024, two sheds were awarded the Men’s Health Award:
The Eden Men’s Shed has developed a strong partnership with the Southern NSW Local Health District, focusing on the health and wellbeing of its members. In addition, with support from an NSDP grant, Eden Men’s Shed organised the inaugural Far South Coast Men’s Health Muster in March 2023. The event brought together 55 members from 10 different Sheds, including participants from Narooma and Cooma in New South Wales, Bemm River in Victoria, and members of the local community. Nine health and community organizations set up stalls to provide valuable advice and information during breaks.
Coolum Men’s Shed Inc hosted the highly successful “ShedMusic Festival,” a one-day community music event designed to highlight the physical and mental health benefits of making music. The festival also provided a platform for Men’s Shed members from across the Sunshine Coast and South Brisbane to showcase their musical talents and connect with like-minded mates.
	Judging Criteria 
The activity or project was undertaken in the previous 2 years. 
1. Health Focus – Did the project clearly support physical or mental wellbeing?
2. Connections– Did the shed create links with local health services and/or organisations?
3. Positive Outcomes – Did it make a difference to people’s knowledge, health, confidence, or connection?
4. Ongoing Benefit – Will the impact continue beyond the project itself?
Please describe how the nominated Shed meets the above criteria. 
Please feel free to include testimonials, photos, videos and/or media to support your nomination.

	














Community Impact Award 
A Shed doing great things for their community
The Community Impact Award will recognise and celebrate a shed helping their community with projects or raising funds for their local community or charities and beyond.
	Judging Criteria
The activity or project was undertaken in the previous 2 years. 
1. Community Benefit – Did the project make a positive difference for people in the community?
2. Connection – Did it strengthen relationships between the shed and the community? What was the feedback from the community?
3. Creativity & Effort – Was there a thoughtful or innovative approach to the project?
4. Pride & Legacy – Does the project leave something lasting that the shed and community can be proud of?
Please feel free to include testimonials, photos, videos and/or media to support your nomination.
Please describe how the nominated Shed would deserve the Community Impact Award


	




















Entries
To enter your shed, or nominate another shed, send this completed form by 18 December 2025 to:
	amsa@mensshed.net
Subject: National Shed Awards
	Australian Men’s Shed Association
re. 2026 National Shed Awards
PO Box 793 
The Junction NSW 2291 



If you have any questions, please contact amsa@mensshed.net or 1300 550 009.

Judging Selection Process
Nominations will be reviewed by the National Shed Awards Committee, comprised of at least one AMSA employee, an AMSA Board representative and a representative of Fair Dinkum Builds. Each nomination will be judged and scored against the criteria listed above for each award. 
Following receipt of each nomination received from the shed, AMSA will contact the shed to confirm nomination and activities. 


Awards
The Award winners will be presented at the Shedder’s Dinner on 26 March 2026, part of the 11th AMSA National Men’s Shed Gathering which will be held at the Royal on the Park Hotel & Suites in Brisbane. 
The winning shed in each category will be refunded the full value of one delegate registration and dinner ticket.  
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