
 

Men’s Sheds Bat for Will Project & Exhibition - FAQ 

What is the Men’s Sheds Bat for Will Exhibition? 

The Men’s Sheds Bat for Will project and exhibition is a meaningful collaboration between the 
Australian Men’s Shed Association and ‘Willo’ (Where There’s a Will) - a national charity aimed 
at connecting communities to disability. With the support of AMSA and Men’s Sheds around the 
country, Willo will share their unique and purposeful process of using cricket bats, art and 
community exhibitions to build new relationships and support inclusive communities. 

Willo attended and presented the concept of a collaboration at AMSA’s 9th National Men’s 
Shed Gathering (March 2022) and shared the experience of the Robertson Men’s Shed (NSW), 
as well as successful relationships with sheds throughout NSW, VIC and WA.  

It was proposed at the Gathering to create a nation-wide project with the support of our joint 
Patron, His Excellency Governor General of Australia, to use this project to further improve the 
health and wellbeing of men throughout Australia. 

We hope all Men’s Sheds will consider participating by simply creating a piece of art from a 
cricket bat and celebrating inclusive communities. 

Here’s a link to some backstories: 
Where There’s a Will: http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2017/s4616671.htm 
AMSA Toolbox Talk Webinar with Ange Clarke (Willo) and John Kennis (Robertson Men’s 
Shed): https://youtu.be/wCsL1i7XlgQ  

Why should our Men’s Shed get involved? 

Sheds are the epicentres for many communities forming a bond between community groups 
and members. Engaging in a project such as the Men's Sheds Bat for Will Exhibition is another 
way of helping others that may have been neglected, excluded and isolated from projects in the 
past within your community. 

What in it for us? 
• Your shed will be supporting inclusion for people living with disabilities as well as being 

part of a nationwide project.  
• It’s fun, creative and purposeful. 

http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2017/s4616671.htm
https://youtu.be/wCsL1i7XlgQ
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• The project will be shared with our Patron, His Excellency General the Honourable David 
Hurley AC DSC (Retd) and within our communities. 

What’s involved in participating in the Men’s Sheds Bat for Will Porject & Exhibition? 

We are asking Men’s Sheds around Australia to produce a creatively designed cricket bat (or 
more than one, if you choose) to submit for a national exhibition. The bat could be a reflection 
of your shed, your town or your history.  

In the creation of this bat, we are asking Sheds to invite a person living with a disability to 
contribute to refurbishing, creating or supporting the project. We are hoping to inspire and 
encourage sheds to build a new relationship  

How do we get involved? 

Talk about the project with your Shed members. Participation can come in a few different 
forms: 

Option A. Invite a person with a disability and their carer to participate in the Men’s Sheds Bat 
for Will project and visit the shed on a regular basis (for example, over a three to six month 
period). What this looks like is up to you, but here’s some information to consider: 

1. The participant must have a carer with them at all times. 
2. The project will be for three months, two hours per week. 
3. A designated shedder or group of shedders be identified as 

supporters/buddies to the participant so a relationship can be formed and 
skills identified. 

4. At the conclusion of the project determine if the participant can continue as a member 
of the shed. 

 
Option B. Participate in this project with a person living with a disability that already 
participates at the shed 

1. The participant will be involved in either the refurbishing, creating the artwork or both 
 
Option C. Create an artwork to submit for exhibition without a person living with a disability 

1. Simply create a bat for the exhibition to support the project and create awareness. 
2. Share the purpose of the project within their communities. 

 
When you have a member (or members) interested in participating, submit your Expression Of 
Interest (EOI) before 31 July 2022: https://mensshed.org/news-events/mens-sheds-bat-for-
will-expression-of-interest 

Completing this form will help us stay in touch with you directly. 
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The Project 

How do we find bats? 

In your back shed! Or, you can contact local cricket clubs, schools, resource centres. 
 
Contact Where There’s a Will via email: hello@wheretheresawill.org.au 
 
How do find a person living with disabilities in our community? 

• Ask yours members if they know anyone, family, friend or neighbour.  
• There may already be people associated with the shed. 

You can always have more than one person living with a disability involved. 

What can we create with the cricket bat? 

There are no limits, creativity is the key, we are open to anything. You can browse the Willo 
Instagram site for artworks created:  www.instagram.com/willo_cricket_bats 

What happens to the completed bats? 

We will be asking for details about the bats and will then go through a selection process to 
choose a shortlisted number that will be showcased at an extraordinary exhibition to be 
announced. 

What if we cannot connect to a person living with a disability? 

That’s ok. The awareness and understanding is equally as important. Simply participating in this 
project will indicate your support and willingness to build new understandings. 

How involved will the person living with disabilities be in the project? 

This is up to the Shed, its members and their person and carer to decide. 
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